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UM HOSTS ‘LIVING WITH FIRE IN THE WEST’ LECTURE SERIES 
MISSOULA—
This year’s Plum Creek Lecture Series at The University of Montana is titled "Living 
With Fire in the West." Organized by the UM School of Forestry, the lectures will be held 
each Tuesday in April from 3:30 to 4:30 in Urey Lecture Hall. Social times with snacks will 
be held from 4:30 to 5 p.m., and the events are free and open to the public.
Scheduled lectures are:
■ "Fire in the Sierra Nevada Forests: A Photographic Interpretation of Ecological 
Change Since 1849" on April 2. The presenter will be George Gruell, a retired wildlife 
biologist and fire-management officer from Nevada who has authored a book with the same 
title as his lecture.
■ "Fire Hazard in the West: Dark Cloud With a Silver Lining?" on April 9. The 
lecture will be presented by Carl Fiedler, a UM forestry research associate professor, and 
Chuck Keegan, associate director of UM’s Bureau of Business and Economic Research.
■ "Smoke Stumps and Safety: The Social Acceptability of Managing Wildland Fuels on 
Public Lands" on April 16. The presenter will be Mark Brunson, a Utah State University 
associate professor of forest resources whose teaching and research focus on the human 
dimensions of forest and rangeland management.
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■ "Cascading Effects of Fire Exclusion in Rocky Mountain Ecosystems" on April 23. 
The speaker will be Robert Keane, a research ecologist with the U.S. Forest Service Fire 
Sciences Laboratory in Missoula who has conducted ecological research on fuel dynamics, 
ecosystem restoration and spatial modeling.
■ "Topic Area: National Fire Policy and Research Priorities" on April 30. The lecturer 
will be Dave Cleaves, who works with policy and risk analysis for the Forest Service in 
Washington, D.C.
For further information, call the School of Forestry at (406) 243-5521.
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